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The subject of this memoir was in intimate rela-
tions with several of the most dtltllgu[nhad men of
his day throughout an unusually protfacted life.

During the Revolutionary War for sbout five .

years be resided in Europe, and traveled exteu-
sively in Fraoce, Engiand, Flanders, and Holland.
His intimsey with Beojamin Fraoklin sud John
Adams introduced bim to the best social circles in
Paria, and procured for him a personal acquaint-
snce with the lexding statesmen and philosophers
of England. He was the bearer of dispaiches
from Paris te London during the negotintion of the
treaty of peace, and was one of the few Americans
that were present in the House of Lords when the
King of Grest Britain acknowledged the independ-
ence of the United States. Nearly his whole life
long be was in the habit of keeping an accurste
Jjournal of bis experiences, snd was engaged in an
extopsive correspondence with numerous cele-
brated From the materials thue
furnished the present volume has been prepared.
1t is important as sn illustration of & bygons condi-
tion of society, and affords an execllent standard of |

to estimate the changes which bave
since in the manners, habits, and institu-
tions of the people.

Mr, Watson was bern in the old town of Ply-
mouth, near the famous Pilgrim Rock, in the year
1755. He was o direct desceudsnt on his moth-
er's side from Edward Winslow, one of the
original May Flower stock, and the third governor
of the infant colony. 'After receiving his aducs.
tion st the common school in Plymouth, be left his
pative place at the age of fifteen, and became an
apprentice to John Brown in Providence, then ons
of the most enterprising merchanta of Ameries.
Boon aftor his arrival in Providence the difliculties
with Great Britain began to assume s serious as-
pect. The tea hiad just been destroyed in the har-
bor of Boston. The youth of Providence bad
formed themselves into military associstions.
Young Wateon joined a eadet company consisting
of seventy-five young men, the flower of the city.
They often met to drill, wero well equipped, and
wore 8 upiform of scarlet coats, faced with yel-
Jlow. The disciplive of these compsaies, five in
pumber, was so admirable as to eall forth the ea-
comiums of Gen. Lee, by whom they were re-
wiewed inthe Autumn of 1774, When the intelli-
geuce of the march upon Lexington reached Prov-
idence, in the afternoon of April 19, 1775, all the
companies flow to arms. The whole town was in
s state of eonvulsive excitement. No cartridges
wore ready, and they were obliged to defor their
march antil morning. The night was spent in
eaating bullets and preparing smmuoition. Early
the next morning they started for tho scens of ac-
tion. Having advanced six miles amid the ories
and tears of women, with all the rosds enveloped
in dust from the march of armed men, they were
met by an express announcivg that the British
troops had boen driven back to Boston.  Soon after
Gen. Washington bad assumed the command of
the American forcos, Watson was sent fo the head-
quarters at Cambridge in charge of & supply of
powder, which had just been brought in one of
Mr. Brown's ships. It came at » fortunate mo-
ment. The army before Boston had not four
rounds to s man. Taking with him six or eight
recruits te guard the precious freight, the
young patriot made the best of his way to the camp.
« 1 delivered my leiter o Gen, Washington in per-
son, and was deeply impressed with an awe I can-
not describe in contemplating that great man, his
sugust person, his mnjestic mien, his dignified and
commanding ut, more conspicuous, per-
haps, ab that moment, from the fact that he wasin
the sot of admonishing & wilicia colonel with some
animasion. Ho directed a young officer to aecom-
pany me and superintend the delivery of the powder
st Mystio, two miles distant. While delivering it at
the powder-house, I observed to the officer, ‘ Bir,
1 am happy to see #0 many barrels of powder here.’
He whispored a secret inmy ear, with an indis-
cretion that marked the novice in militury affairs:
#These barrels are filled with sand.” “And where-
fora 1’ Linguired, *To deceive the encmy,’ he
repliod, *should any spy, by chance, lookin.” Such
was the wretched t of thatsrmy upon
which rested the hopes of Americaq liberty.”

About twe years after, & proposal was made to
the trustworthy by his employer and his
‘beother to prooced to Bouth Carolins aud Georgis,
hnhndm.m.w&in money, to be placed
in the hands of their agents in the Soutbern States
for investment in cargoes for European mar-
hots. Ho was at that time but nineteen years
old, and was deeply impressed with the magoitude
of histrust. It was in the very crisis of the Revo-
lution. Burgoyne was bearing down with s voteran
army upon Albany; Howe was approaching Phils-
delphia with a powerful force; the royalists wore
sctive in every part of the Union; and the negroes
in wome of the Southern States were on the verge of
insurreotion. But the prospect had no terrors for
the bold Yankee boy. Leaving Provideace Sept.
4, 1777, on a good horse, o hanger st his side, and
s psir of pistols in his holster, b8 arrives on
¢he fourth day at Fairfield, Counectiout, and
reached the baoks of Conneoticut
river. Hariford at that time was ‘s respectable
aod wealthy place,” with sbout three bundred
houses, a Btate House nud other public edifices.
He found New-Haven  a delightful village,” cou-

about four hundred dwellings and many
fubabitants. On approsching Danbury, he
notioed & venerable old man gazing stthe ruins of
s small house which had recently been burned.
Upon inquiry into the osuse of his distress, which
was visible on his eountenance, the old man teld
him that he was cast upon the world at the age of
seventy-oight with neither property nor s home.
« There," continued be, pointing to the ruins, ** 1
resided with my aged wife for fifty years, in con-
tentment and comfort; our little all was in that
dwelling collected. When the British approached,
warned to flee, we decided to remsin. A
British officer promised us protection, and con-
tinued with us for eowe time. When he left it, my
own nephew entered the house, fired it, and dragged
me aAwsy & prisoucr.”

Crossing the Hudson at King's Ferry, Elkanah
wakes his way to Morristown, New-Jersey. Ho
was much amused with the hubits of the people,
baving pever been out of New-England before.
Instesd of the elaborate Puritanic grace before
meat, the master of the house, bare-headed, hold-
ing bis bat before bis face, remained for some time
in silenoe. ‘The good womwas, instead of the genor-
ous of sugar to which he bad boen accus-
tomed at the table of therich Providcuce merchant,
plsced s lump near the cup to be bit off as occa-
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with upon resching the Slave States. *Boon afler
entering Virginia, aad st o highly respectable
bouse, I was shocked, beyond the power of lan-
guage to express, at seeing, for the first time,
young negroes of both sexes, from twalve even to
fifteen years old, not only running about the hiouse,
but sbsolutely tendiog table, as naked as they came
into the world, not Lavirg even the poor spology
of & fig-leaf to save modesty a blush. What made
the scene more extraordinary still, to my unprac-
ticed exe, was the fact that several young women
were &t table, who appeared totally unmoved at
the scandalous violation of decency, I find ens-
tom will reconeile ua to almost everything.”

After a journey of seventy days, having traveled
over twelve bundred miles on horseback or in &
sulky, be arrived st Charlest<n about the middle of
November. e had kept his funds quilted in the
Jining of his cost, and had the happiness to deliver
them safely to Mr. Brown's correspondent. For
one or two monthe, be mingled freely in the gay
society of Charleston, when an event occurred
which spresd a gloom over the whole city. This
was a terrific conflagration, on the night of Jan. 15,
1775, He had been spending the evening with a
brilliant party st the bouse of a wealthy merchant.
In two houre after lesving the festive scene, the
stately mansion and its sumptaous furniture were
wrapt in flames, The fire spread with terriblo ra-
pidity, snd rageé for seventeen bours, The devas-
tution wae frightful. Every vessel, ehallop, and
negro boat, was crowded with the inhabitants who
had been driven from their homes, Many familics
were thus redused in a few hours from affluence te
indigence. After laboring for a long time at the
fire, Elkanah returned to his qusrters to obtain a
brief respite, He had po sooner sested himsell
than a 1nan rushed in exclaiming, *‘Your roof is
on fire.” The shower of eparks and cinders hod
tuken effect, theugh the couflagration wass st a
distance. The flame was soon extinguished, and
our hero thought it was time to look after his
trunk which contained funds to a large smount
He wes unable to procure assistance and shouldered
it bimself. The weight was greater than on ordi-
pary occasions he could bave lifted, and, etaggering
under the burden, he proceeded along Main street.
The fire exterded far and wide, spreading a sea of
flame in every quarter, He eoon found himself
prostrated on the ground at the side of bis trunk
by the explosion of a large building. He escaped
without injury and hastened on till be reached a
magnificent house in the suburbs of the city.
Eutering it without hesitation, and seeing no one,
he went into & splendid purlor, deposited Lis frank
in & closet, locked the door and put the key in his
pecket.  Enrly the next morning he set out in pur-
suit of his tiunk, passing through the emoking
ruins, and in coustant danger from the fulling of
walls and chimpeys. Upon resching the house,
which he then first discovered was the residence
of Governor Rutledge, he requested his trunk, A
young geotlemasn, who had opened the door for
bim, eyed the stranger with suspicion, and refused
to deliver the property. Elkanah presented a
sorry spectacle, and justly excited suspicion. His
elothes had been torn at the fire, aud his hands and
face biad not escaped without injury. He quelled
bis rising mortifiestion, and forthwith proceaded to
8 friend, of whom he borrowed a clean shirt and a
decent suit of elothes (his own being locked up in
the Governor's eloset), got shaved and powdered,
and again sallied forth in quest of his trunk, “I
kuocked with eenfidence, was politely received by
the same young gentleman, who evidently did not
recall my features. T was ushered into the pres-
ence of the Governor. 1stated to him where I
had placed my trunk, and was apologizing for the
liberty, when he interrupted me, remarking that
the fearful crisis justified me. He continued:
‘Bit down, Sir—will you take s glass of wine!
My Beeretary informed me that a person called for
the trunk an hour or two ago, but, not liking his
appearance, he had declined delivering it." The
Governor was much amused at understunding that
1 was the person who had called. Irecord this in-
cident to show the importance of external appear-
ance to o man's success in the world, snd more
particulurly smong strangers.”

After a serics of interesting adventures in South-
Carolina and Georgis, Elkanah retraces his steps,
and arrives at Providence, the last of April, 1778,
after an ubeence of eight months, having traversed
ten States and traveled nearly three thousand
miles, At the commencement of she next year, he
secepls E,ropoull frem Mr. Brotn to proceed to
France for business purposes. He had just at-
tained the age of tweuty-one, but not without ''s
deep disappointment” in his expectations in re-
gpeot to ** his establishment in life.” 1t was not
until the month of August that he embarked for
Fravoe, snd first lsnding at the little City of St.
Martin's, en the Isle of Rhes, traveled scross the
eountry to Paris. He was the bearer of dispatches
to Dr. Fraoklio, to whom he at once paid his
respects at Passy. At the request of Dr. Franklin,
young Elksnah waited on the Count de Vergenues
with the dispatches, snd was reecived by the
French statesman with great civility. Having
feasted his eye with the beauties of Versailes, be
expressed a wish to the Count's socretary to see
the royal family. This functionsry at once took
the curious American to the royal chapel, which
the King and Queen soon enfered. He describes
the King as scmewhat robust, with a full face,
Roman nose, and placid eountenance. The Queen
bad sn elegaut person, a fine figure, and flerid
complexion, with bright gray eyes, full of expree-
sion. The next day, he returns to Passy, to dine,
by iovitation, in company with Dr. Franklin, At
the Lour of dinner, the Doctor conducted his pro-
tegé to the splendid residence of M. de Chaumont.
Elkanah felt s little ashamed of bis Yankee costume,
and his ignorance of the French language, but he
was soon reassured by the kindness of the eompany,
and indeed before lesving the table fell into rap-
tures. Dr. Fraoklin was the subject of the most
cordinl and affectionate attentions. One of the
young ladies approached him with the familiarity
of & daughter, tapped him playfully on the cheek,
and called him ** Pa-pa Franklin.” Fow foreigners
were 80 popular ut that time st Paris as the shrewd
Ameriean sage. Ina gallery of paiutings iu the
Louvre, his portrait hung near those of the Kmg
and Queen. The populsce would runafter his car-
ringe, as if it bore & royal burden. With the Quen,
especially, he was & greet favorite, and he did not
fail to turn bis influence with her to the benelit of
his country.

In spite of his American awkwardness, Elkanah
soon falls in with the ways of the country, and
after a short time establishes a mercantile house at
Noutes. Iere he meets with an odd adveuture,

which shall be related in his own words:

One of the moet eritical and remarkable eveuts of
my life pocurred i the motth of March, 1751, The
e e Nantes, u'u-'ny l:‘Brut. R od s
ing on e pur-
mof hhqme“g %m:. Gn-efa‘lthplhe

, which sabaequently 0 much effici
against Coruwallis. T

" Hnlf the population dﬁm their
‘eunceity, in o torrent &4, to
meet the bal and his retinoe. I threw m;Elﬁlu:

this living eurrent. As so0n ns the * avaot o
sppented in the distance, the immense crowd &m fed
on cither side of the road, At themoment the Minister
and Lis retipue approached, 8 little bell tinkled on the
oppamite wide, in direciing the prmage of the © Bon
Iﬁ. u." enclosed in o silver vase, amd held by & Cath-
olie priest, on bie way to administer the Sacrament to
adyirg believer. The bell was beld by a emall boy,
who preceded the procession; four men sup-
ported & eapopy uver the pricsts bend, and forty or
fifty stupid d;mnuta in wooden shows followed, Uns-
tom obliged il to kpee! ae this veverated ** Bon Dies”
passed by; but on this opeasion most of the spectalom,
owing to the deep mud, leaned on their canes, with
bats in their bands, in o respectful postare, Toe cour-
jers checked their horses, the carriages sto , and
all were thrown into covfnsion by the unfortanate pres-
ence of the * Bon Dien,” At this moment the priest,
s if impellod by Lhe spirit of malice, balted the po~-
ceseicn, and stopped the host directly in front of the
place where 1 stood, and to my utter amazement,
Puint'mg dumu! at me with his finger, exclaimed,
¢ Aux genoux,” (npen your knees.) I pointed in vain
to the mud, and the position of (hose about me similar
to my own, He azninre ated, in & voies of thun-
der, " Aux gesoux.” My Yackeo blood flamod st
this wanton attack, I forgot myvself, and with a lond
voice replied in French, **No, 8ir, T will not.” The

pulace, thunderstrinck to see their ** Bon Dicg” thus
ﬁf.-un. d, fired with funaticism, broke their ranks, and
were pressing toward mo with Ivinlr-::t impreeationg.
A German gentleman, an sequaintanes, and then at
my side, exclaimed to me, © For Ood's sake, drop in
an irstant. ' Alarmed at my eritical eituntion, I re-
hetantly settled my koees ioto a mud-puddle, Every
one within my l.e.m'ui; who were respectable, Catholics
sod Protestants, condemned the rash aod inege usable
conduct of the priest.

My kecuest sensibilittes were outraged, and I
vowed vengeance npon the audacions priest. The
next aftermoon | set off, armed widbh & good hick-
ory, to trace out kis residence, and to effect my de-
termination, 1 proeceded to the spot where the
offeuse had been commitled, entered the hut of &

sesant, and inquired the name of the priest who- the
3:)- before had pnssed with the * Bon rh-u." He res

lied ** Ma foi, oul, ce Monsieur Berage,” (Yes, faith,
it is M, Barage.) He pointed to the slesple of the
churcl where bo officinted, near the saburba of the
city, 1 soon found bis bouse, and pulled a bell-rope.
A good-looking, mididle aged woman, the honse keoper,
soon appeared.  Contrary to ber intordiction, I sprang
into the cowrt-yard, and procesded dircotly to the
Louse, and made my way to Lis Jbrary, The pricst
soon appeared, donmu.i-rd my linsioess, cxclaimiog
“that I wag & murderer or robber,"" and ordoered me to
quit Lis bouses I sprang to the door, locked it, and,
L.Im ing the keyin my pocket, approached him io n

ostile uttitude, I compelled him to admit that he
recognized mi festures, [ then poured forth my de-
testation of bim apnd of the tyranny of the Fremch
clorgy. 1 told him | was a native of North America,
the ally ot Frauce; that 1 was wnder the proteetion of
Dr. Franklin, and would not leave him until I bad re-
crived adequate remuneration for the vnprovoked in-
sult I bad received. In a word, 1 insisted upon his
apologizing to me in the same postare in which I bad
been ed,  In taking my leave ] asswred him I
should proceed with the American Consul and enter
my formal cumplaint against kim to the Bishop, This
threat alanmed him, and he fervently urged my for-
bearance, I went, Loncvrr, immedintely to onr Cog-
sul, Colonel Williams, and communicated to him these
incidenta, He appriscd mo of the extreme deoger [
should be eubjected to from the hostility of the pricsts,
and admonished me, o8 the safest course, to prorecute
the aftair no further. 1:3 his advice and that of Tum
Paine I changed my lodgings, and for two or three
weeks avoided the streets, ﬁ:l farther unplonsast eon-
sequence resulted from this extrsordinary occurrence,

Oue or two incidents of a more amusing charne-

ter oceur on 8 journey from Nantes to Paris.

A merchant of Nantes, and a friend, learning of my
intended journey to Paris, solicited me to conduet his
wife under ug‘pnmtion' to that eity. Our carriage
wus arranged for the convenience of Lwo passengers,
On the second cveping, & wheol broke near the village
of La Fleche, and we were necessarily obliged to sto
fur repaire, Madame, on & former journny, had made
the acquaintance of the Curate of the perish, and we
determined to shelter ourselves nnder the wings of his
bespitality for the night. It was about 8 o'clock
when we eutered the Curate’s yard. His servants
took charge of our bagzege, and we found the old gen-
tleman peated with two or three priesta, at supper
upon Lashed mutton and yaw onions. Had 1 beon an
old friend, and rendered him a thousand services, he
could not haye received me with 8 more cordial wel
come, His face was of serene a8 & summer evening;
n few grey baimn were mingled with his dark locks,
* A Bostone and an ally,” exclaimed the good man,
“ doubly entitle youto my sttention;" * mon ami,"”
said he, kissing me on cnch cheek, with much for-
vercy (for men Kiss men in Franco), “Je suis charmé,
de vous woir chez moi." He stepped back, and I
looked full in bis eyes, and thooght fn-ad in them =0
much benignity and truth, that [ felt not only a strong
predileetion foi him, bnt an assurauce of his sincority.
1 am heartily mortifind,” suid he, poiotiog to the
muttor: Lnsh, “that we have nothing bettor on the
table, hut huve the complaizgance to wait ten minutes,
aud we will have numt-d:inf plus comme ol jout—
Jobntor—Twinet—venss iei

Madame waa to spend the night with a friend in the
vicivity, and having only myself to cousult, I bor-
rowed Jobuton's ¢ coutean,’”” and attacked the mat-
ton, altbough as tough as leather, and mixed up with
row ouions, which I abominste. The old man's good-
ness, and a fine appetite, supplied all deficiencica.
The supper removed, and desert on the table, tge
good Curate gave me o detad of his life,

“ He bad served,” be suid, “his king for sixteen
yenrs, with 8 musket on his shoulder, but being dis-
g!n- paturally to piety, he had echanged the musket

r the ** église,” and obtsied his curacy, which se-
cures bim & quiet and virtuous life.  An old soldier,
be felt an instinetive curiosity to lonm the progress of
military events in America; and was very inquisitive
sbout **Le grand Vassang-ton,” When I had fin-
ished an account of the affuir at Trenton, the Carate
insisted on drinking to his bealth and rity;
“Allons! & 1s saote do graud Vassang-ton,” He
coudncted mo to my chamber, and himeelf adjueted
wy vight cap.

{}u y the next morning 1 strolled into an extensive
garden uear the house, and feasted on delicions fruit,
still motstened with the dew of the night.

I wns soon joined by the worthy
made every effort to withdraw me from the dangerous

aths of hervay into the fold of the true chorch. This
Erd s into & eurions dislogue, discussing the respect-
ive tenets of the Catholic and Protestant reli

We left this hospitable mansion with deep sensibili-
ty. As Madume bad some business two or three posts
out of our way, aud being anxious myself to visit the
colebrated religions institution of ** La Trappe,” we
left the Paris road, taking a northerly direetion. My
companion ghose to be cash-keopor, and nocessarily
rm\h-?}'er, on the road. While Madame way disput-

¢," who

ing with the postillion bow muek was overpaid, I was
trippi ga]lf‘l:!._!lt‘rin;.: the country, and amusing my-
seif chatting with the peasautry aloug the rosd. On
our way to La Trappe, I impradently did w0 just at
nightfall, and found wyseli half & league in advance
of the post-house, in the dark. It occurred to me that
I might have taken the wrong roule, or that an acei-
dent had befallen the carriage. 1 s00n heard wheels
grinding along the finty road, 8t the foot ot the hill,
Standing in the middle of the road; pstiently awaiting
the approach of the vehicle, I ran before the horses,
erying out, ** postillon, arrete ! arréte I"—bat what was
my astonishment to hear & grum voice exclaim, * Sacré
—poetilion—qu'est oo qu'il y'a!” Thunderstruck st
my blunder, and ing he would serd a ball at m-,
1 made the best of my way down the,hill, and the pos.
tillion made the best of over it, being mutually
afraid of each other, He had mﬂuw]x;vuy Teason
to suspect me of being o fost-pad. The piace—the
darkness—sverything fortified the conclusion, Ihe-
seending the hill precipitousiy, I was rejoiced to meot
Wy OWn ¢ rrinﬁ-, which 1 spproached with caution, I
lett Madame the pext morming at the village of Mor.
tague, and proceeded alone, 8 distance of eizht miles
from the main road, to the sequestered emzﬂ_pmd
swroumded by woodlnnds, snd known ss the  Lighe
baye de La Trappe,” inbabited by perbaps tho most
singular nod austere religions order nmong manking,
Mr. Watson soon after makes o visit to Eogland,
snd bad the good fortune, as we have before stated,
to be present in the House of Lords on oceasion of

the King's speech recoguizing the Independence
the UnitedStates. He was eoniuchﬂtothoﬂou::
by the Farl of Ferrers. At the door, the Earl
wispered to him ** Giet as near the throns as you
eau—fear nothing,” Suiting his action to the word
Mr. Watson found himself in front of the throge.
clbow to elbow with Lord Admiral Howe., Tgo
Lords stood around in promiscuous confusion as he
entered. It was s dark and foggy day. The high
windows, in antique style, with leaden bars, aug-
mented the gloom. Watson was struck with the
celebrated tapestry on the walls, representing
defest of the Bpanish armads. He recognized
Cepley and West in the crowd, with soms Ameri-
csn ladies, There were also sevoral American
Royulists, whose Jooks betrayed their dejection.

After waiting vearly two bours, theapproach of the

'King was sanounced by o ealvo of artillery. He
was clothed in the royal robes, and took his seat in
the Chair of State, his right foot resting on o stool.

With evident agitation, he drew from his pooket

the seroll contsining his speech. The Commona
were summoned, and after order was restored, the
King proceeded to read. 1 was near him, " says
Mr. Watson, *and watched with intense interest
every tons of his voice, and every emotion of hiz
countenance, After some general and nsual re-
marks, be coptinued:  * I loat no time in giving the
nécessary orders to prohibit the further prosecution
of offensive war upon the continent of- North
America, Adopting, as my inelination will always
Jead me to do, with decision and effect, whatever 1
collect to be the sense of my Parliament and my
people, I have pointed all my views and measures,
in Europe, as in North America, to sn entire and
cordial reconciiiation with the eolonies, Findinz
it indispensable to the attainment of this objeet, I
did not hesitate to go to the full length of the pow-
ers vested in me, and offer to declare them'—
Here be poused, asd was in evident agitationg
either embarrnssed in resding his speech, by the
darkncas of the reom, or affccted by a very natural
emotion. In a mowent he reaumed:—'and offer
to declure thewmn free and independent States, Tn
thus admitting their separation from the erown of
these kingdoms, 1 have sscrificed every cousidera-
tion of my own to the wisbes and opinions of my
people. I make it my humble snd ardent prayer
to Almighty God, that Great Britain may not feel
the evils which might result from so grest s dis-
memberment of the Empire, and that America
sy be free from the calamities which have for-
merly proved, in the mother country, how essen-
tial monarchy is to the eujoyment of constitutioual
liberty. Religion, language, interests and affic-
tion may, aud I hope will, yet prove s bond of
permanent upion between the two countries.’
It is remarked,” our narrstor coutinues, * tha;
George 111 is eclebrated for reading his speeches
in a distinet, free, and impressive manaer. On
this oceasion be wus evidently embarrassed: he
hesitated, choked, and executed the painful duties
of the occasion, with an ill grace that does not be-
long to him. I eannot adequately portray my sen-
sations in the progress of this address; every ar-
tery beat high, and ewelled with my proud Ameri-
can blood. It was impossible not to revert to the
opposite shores of the Azlantie, and to review, in
wy mind's eye, the misery aud woe I had myself
witnegaed in several stages of the coutest, and
the wide-spread desolation, resulting from the
stubboruness of this very King, now so prostrate,
but who had turned a deaf esr to our humble and
importunate petitions for relief. Yet I beliove
that George I11. acted nnder what he fult to be the
high and solemn elaims of constitutional duty.”

After an extensive tour on the Continent of Eu-
rope, which he has described in & serios of intar-
esting reminiscences, Mr. Watson returns to this
country in the Autumn of 1754, Ho was so
changed by time and travel that he was compelled
to annonnee his name to his old patron Mr, Brown,
and even his own father did vot recognize him.
On the 3d of December he takes passage in a sloop
for New-York with Rufus King, Elbridge Gerry,
snd Judge Sullivan, on their way to Cangress.
New-York then eontained about 1,400 houses and
20,000 inhabitants, Philadelphia had abonut 6,000
dwellings, chiefly built of brick, and a popula-
tion of 50,000,

Ou the 224 of January, 1785, Mr. Watson visited
Mount Vernon. e was the bearer of letters from
Geners! Green, and Col. Fitzgerald, s former aid
of Washington, and alse of books from Granville
Sharp. No pilgrim ever approached Meces with
deeper enthugiosm,  He tremblod with aw®, as he
eame iuto the presenee of the great wan. He
found Washington at table with hia wile, snd his
private fumily, and was put at esse by his free and
sflable conversation. There was a peeulisrity in
his smile which seemed to illuminate his eye. 1lis
whole countemnnce beamed with intelligence,
wifilo it inspired confidence and respeet. “I
found him," says his admdirer, *kind and benig-
uant in the domeatic eircle, revered sad beloved
by all around him; sgreesbly social, without os-
tentation; delighting im aneceote and adventares,
without assumption; his domestic srrangements
barmonious and systemstic. His servants seemed
to watch his eye, and to anticipate his every wish;
hence u look was equivalent to a command. His
gervant Billy, the faithful compauion of his nilitary
eareer, was always ot his side. Swiling content
animsted and beamed on every countenance in his
presence, The first evening I spent under the
wing of hiz hospitality, we sat u fell honr at table
by ourselves, without the least interruption, after
the family hed retired. I wes extremely oppressed
by a severe cold and excessive coughing, con-
tracted by the exposure of & harsh Winter journey.
He pressed me to use some remedies, but I declined
doing so. Ae ususl after retiring, my eoughing
incressed.  'When some time had elapsed, the door
of my room was gently opened, and on drawing my
bed-curtains, to my utter astonishment, I behald
Washington himself, standing at my bed-side, with
& bowl of hot tea iu his hand. I was mortified and
distressed beyond expression.”

The exertions of Mr. Watson in the canse of
internal improvements and the elevation of agricul-
ture, during the subsequent postion of his eareor,
have given a =pecial intérest to his name, and are
degeribed in detail in the present volume. His
singularly active and varied lifo waa brought to 8
close December 5, 1342, when he was in the eighty-
fifth year of his age. The biography now published
is of an unambitious charscter, but will possess a
permanent value in its rich eollection of personal
reminiscences, historical aneedotes, and loeal de-
seriptions. In the means of comparisen which it
furnishes between the present coadition of the
eountry, and its humble esiate three quarters of &
century since, it challenges an interest which few
antiguarien works can rival.

A FISTORY OF FERKIMER COUNTY. By Navsanien
S. BEsron. 8o, pp 497, Albsny: J, Muusell

The portion of the State of New-Work in the upper
valley of the Mohawk, now included in the County of
Herkmer, was originully settled by emigrants from
the Lower Palatinate of the Rhine, They loft their
rative country, like the Puritans of Massachusetts,
for the sake of religiovs freedomn, sad were aided in
their enterprise by the Protestants of England. The
exact date of their lodgment in the region of the Mo-
Lawk bas not been ascertained; but it was probably
between the years 1722 and 1725, For the first thirty-
five years afler their emigration, they enjoyed a state
of tranquillity, and made rapid progress in clearing
the lands, erecting houses, and preparing defenses

inst attack. In 1757, their settlements were de-
stroyed by an expedition of French and Indians from
Canada; several of the people were killed, and about
one bundred carried into eaplivity. Anotber altack
was made the following year upon the sctlement on
the south side of the Mohswk. From that time until
the commencement of the Revolution the settlers
were not disturbed in their peaceful , sad
sitained sn cuunent degree of rursl prosperity. Dur-

ing the war of the Revolution Lhey wers (‘l‘po;rd [
all the miseries of Indisn barharity, One mhnnril
goene of desolation and blood was presented to the in.
habitants of the froutior. Not one in fifty of their
hamlets esenped destruotion by fire. Tn 1791, not leas
thin one-third of the population had been killod or
driven from the county, snd among those who re-
maied were two thousand orphan children and thres
hondred widows, Since the establishment of our
rational independence, Herkimer County has shared
the general progress of the State and the conotry. _h-l
1-cal history presents many interesting details, which
bave hevn faithfally gattlered up by the nuthor of
this yolume and recorded in & simple and unpretending
warner, He hes given full biographical notices of
several of the public men of the county, and enriched
his uarrative with a store of curious aatiguarian aud
personal anecdotes.  The evident diligence with which
he has explored the various sources of information on
the subject, and the good judgment with which he has
srranged his materials are worthy of commendation,
and it is to be hoped may stimulate other writers to do
equal justice to their favorite localities,
ey
THE SHAKESPEARE PAPERS OF THE LATE WiL-
LIAM MAGINN, LL.D. Agnotated by Dr SagLTON
MackEszin, 12mo., pp 355 Radtisld
Dr. Maginn's love of novelty often seduced him into
the indulgence of paradox. Hence his commentariea
on Shakespeare are usually more ingenious than satis-
factory, He delights to exercise a subtle wit in the
exposition of Shikespeare’s characters, buf he seldom
presents convineing grounds for his conclusions, Thua,
in his view, Falstaff is at heart s moralist, uoluckily
fallen into bad woys, Jaques s merry humorist, and
Lady Macbeth s victim to her coujugal devotion.
Still, Maginn writes with too much acuteness and sui-
mation not to awaken & certain interest in the reader,
He approaches Shukespeare with equal reverence and
sympathy, and entars deeply into his spirit, even when
he puts o fanciful construction on his creations, The
editor of this volume is, s usual, profuse, snd some-
tures superfluous in annotation.

THFY MECHANICS' AND E;GINBF.RS‘ BOOK OF RFP-
FWENCE, By Cuanugs Hasuerr Edited by Chantes
W. BACKLEY, 19mo, pp 517, Stringer & Townsend

A remarkable uuion of scientific and miscellanoons
information is presented in this work, and distingnishes
it from mest other manuals compiled with & eimilar
purposs, In addition to & variety of problems in
grometry, rules of mensuration and instrumentsl
arithmetie, the laws of motion and of the mechanical
powers, the principles of the steam-cngioe, the con-
struction of railroad curves, practical scientific tables,
ard logarithme, it contains an smple array of rules,
recipes, and directions for all kinds of eatimates, con-
gtructions, mixtures, aud the like, adspted to the use
of the architect, the mason, the carpenter, and the
mannfacturer and artisan in every species of materil,
The work is bound in a neat pocket volume, and is
well enited to the wants of practical men who require

n convenient and authentic manual of referance.

s

LIFE IN BRAZIL. By Tuosmas Ewnase. Bvo, pp. 169
Harper & Brothers,

During a temporary residence in Rio Janeiro, Mr,
Ewhark devoted himself with equal assiduity Lo the
antiquarien remains in the city and to the customs snd
wmangers of the living population. His attention was
especially directed to the ceremonies of the Cutholie
€hurch and their influence on public morals. Everon
the nlert for information, he permits fow ohjects of eu-
rosity to escape his notice, and records is impressions
with a pains.-taking minuteness which might become
tedions were it aot relieved by considerable vivacity
of style. The Appendix gives an interesting acoount
of certain specimens of aneient South Americqn art
reeently discovered in the iuterior of the country, The
pictorial illustrations of the volume nre numerous and
striking.

THE OCFAN By P. H. Guosse. 1hmo., pp. 718, Philadal
puin: Parry & Medillan.  Seld by F. P, Kudd,

The wonders of the ocean are here desoribed in &
series of popular sketches, Without aiming at o sci-
entifie form, the author has condensed the results of
modern researches in uatural science, presenting the
leading faets in marine botany, zedlogy, snd meteorol-
og¥, in the order of geographical distribution. Among
the topics which he minutely treats are the shores of
Britaiu, the phenomens of the Arotio sess, the islands
of the Pacifie, nud the curions peeuliarities of the In-
dian Archipelago,  The volume is adapted to awaken
o fresh sense of the vast resources of nature, and to
inspire s feeling of religious awe in the contemplation
of the perpetusl miracles of creation.

SEILECTIONS FROM MODERN GRFEK WRITERS,
With Nates, by C. €. Frrron, LL.D. 13mo., pp. 215
Cambridge: John Bartlett.

The Eliot Professor of Greek Literature in Harvard
University bas bere given s fresh proof of his intelli-
gent zeal in the cause of his favorite language, His
little volume presonts to the Gireck student a variety
of specimens of the language as now spoken and
written by cultivated men, together with extracts
from the poetry of the people sa represented by the
Klephtic balinds and the festive songs of Christepoulos.
Professor Felton's votes are brief und pointed, ena-
bling the resder familiar with ancient Greek to master
the seleetions without much difficulty,

FAMILIAR SCIENCE, By Davin A. Wyrrs, A M. ive

pp. 566, Philndelphin: Chilide & Petarson.

The success of the wellknown volume with the
above title, issued several years sinee by the pub-
lishers of this work, haa led to the preparation of the
present edition, 1t is intended to fill the same place in
family resding and in an extended system of instruction
which was ocoupied by ita predecessor among the
mapunls of geoeral education, The leading facts in
the principal departments of nutural ecience are ex-
plained in & weries of familiar questions and anawers,
embodying s great smount of information in & manner
sidapted for populsr use, .

THE CITY ARCHITECT. By WiLttam H RawLerr. Mo
1. De Witt & Davenport

The new serial, of which we here have the first
number, is designed to furnish & manusl containing the
recessary information for building a city from the com-
mencement. It will accordingly present wot only plans
aud specifioations for every variety of bullijing, private
apd publie, but instructions for laying omt streets,
squares, parks, and public grounds, the construction
of dooks, wharves aad mwills, and ample directions for
ventilating, heating and lighting. The work is to be
completed in twenty numbers, eacl of which will form
an indepecdent treatise devoted to o #pecial subject.

THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. By J. A
grexcea, ). D, (Jerial.) Martin & Johuson,

The peculinr festure of this work in the exeellonce
ard variety of its picterisl illustrations. These coa-
sist of engravings on steel from paintings by Leutae,
Weir, Vasderlyn, Powell and Chapman, and designs
by Clappel and other American artists, The letter-
press gives an agrecsbls narrative of the course of
Armerican history, compiled from Irving, Bancroft,
Hildreth, and other popular writers, with ocsasional
use of the original authorities, The work is brought
out with remarkable besuty of typography and em.
bellishment, and promises to be a valuable addition to
the family library.

HOMY SERVICE. By the Rev. Wn Bacon ’Tl'é:l, D.D

Jtmo,, pp. M7, Philadelphia: B H I_ttln &
Tn preparing this manusl of devotion, the author

hes simed st the wants of persons whe are oceasion-
aliy prevented from sttendance on publie worship. It
comprises forms of social devotion, hymns for social
praise, and sermona for social circles. The character
of 18 contents, no less than the admirable tasts of its
typography, commends it to the attention of religious
families.

—_—
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A POPULAR CYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN DOMBSTI
MEDICINE. By Kgrrn Isuy, M. D. #vo. pp 858 C.
Sbepard & Co

The merits of this work, of which a new edition i
now isued, bave heen Leated by the rrperinu'of
several yearw aince its original pablicstion in the
United States, In addition to the de-
scription of the various diseases of the human body, it
contaius brief treslises on snstomy aad physiology,

popular sargery, dietotics, and ths management of
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i {rative details of the Geaeral
ment 6 leid down in the Comatitution of the
States, llﬂwhw’]

of private reference,

- .
The Kings of Rome and The Republic of
by W. F. Riconp, are the first bwo volumes of &
intended to presont & comneoted view of the history
Kome from the commencoment to the terminatiog
the Roman power. They nave been carefully
piled from the most anthentic sources, and &
8 pleasing form both the facts and the fablos
have becn preserved by ancient and modora hi
The volumes are brought ont in & neat and con
etyle, and are Ulustrated by numerous
(1€mo., pp. 304, 308, A, 5. Bames & Co.)
o S R ot LI RS

ABBOTT' S NAPOLEON.
———
From The Londen Athemeum,

The art of illustration belongs to all hrrtiodna{
history; and the * pictures "' i this lte of N
Boonj arte are evideotly relics of s Sinstic rock
which & certain zealoms theorist saw s ©paolls &
knee-pan, designed with soatowical fidelity,” aody
three irregular scratches, an entire horse, Ona
Isr principle, the engravings in Abbott's volumes
be supposed Lo represent sccars in the carear
Fint Copsul. Some Cosmas Indicopleustes of om
owa day might remark that “they sear all the
of age nnd barbarity;” but Mr. Abbott, who ought
to be & good judge, svosiders thom ' beautifol” A4
all events we kuow where an abundance of a simlla
kind may be fourd. In & printed sheet of the
eeutury icwribug the Duteh oruelties at
in Cnptain Jobn dmith's relstion of his adventur
amony Uslmuck’s and * ulufw‘ —iu song colleckio
to the memory of tte “ Jolly Young Waterman"'—at
inthe *Six Feet for o Penny,” which ontb |
rural eyes the scadet and goid of a Lord Mayor
Show—the counterparts of these boauties msy |
800,

Never was an “ illustrated work " so replete wilth
fsble and ludiorons caricature. N Boas-
parte bad somo persosal diguity; but in this der.
ous book be comea before us in cosnse Lew of
biack snd white, lske a frauduleot butler or &
Mmgiml hu-lt-. h\:aub:aﬁr ““P:cilp;oo:n two .uo.rk e
t+ and aketches, ottl w !

minnln, there are fuw awnon wood-cuts that are
pot riciculous. hose at the end, representing
tomb of Napoleon, have sppeared in other

We suspect, indeed, thoat lhﬁnﬂ'ﬂh?o has been

ten (o BoCOMpAny d RS poor,

sresaions from bi.u:ln" that bave beew t

%mm Paris to London, snd, after illusteatiog
publications in vach of those cities) bave boen abi

to Amcriea, where this * History " was writien
printed.  Some have certainly undergous this prooess,

The narrative itsolf is an amusing example of weaks
ness and perversity, It resembles some of thoss
floria little books full of Napoleouienne fables whick
are wntten l;; authority for the French peasantry te

. How far it may be worth while to evgage Mr,
Zbbott for sach & porposs is questi He
“wroveres aud loves the fiet Emperor,” " because b
ablorred war,” becauso “ he was regardloss of lux-
ury;" “hnd 8 bigh sense of honur," *reversd |
ligion,” :;MI"?‘ mﬁg?t;dur cmt:dnu";: :
“poby advocate o vileges a unje
wml’bmlhmhwﬂ mu’." A acribe of the Lower
Ewjpure, worshiping in the sty of Caprae, could say ne
more. lk-iuﬁ ‘¢ peounliarly lisble o the charge of
p'sgiarism,”’ he bkis transoribed from the most secvile
memoirs the most preposterous anecdoles, snd, adopls
ing the puerile malignities of the most inveterate
Bonnpartists before aud after the I?em of 1815, re<
joices that Englund must siok *‘ heneath the buden
‘of four thousand million dollarsof debt.,” Mr, Abbolt
is too serious to muke us angry. Il is not often thaé
Chincse folly is imitated iu toe Eaglish tongue, or that
we have two weighty volumes of modern
written in the etyle of s nanative by Ssema v
A Cauton commentator, with whose visws Mre. Abbots
would coneur, tells us that Yano, sccording to one of
the histories attributed ®o Confacive, * pacified the
i Fmgi blut uotrlil.e Napom;rbuw ;w H 3
“ for the love of peace,” ace and a Napo-
Inon never did reign together, lﬁmnllun um-
mitted his first mossacre of eitizens, ho =aid “ This i
my seal which I Lave impressed upon Paris.” In fu-
ture, bloodahed was his scal, which he sl upon the
world, though it is impossible to refuse him the bhosoe
of Laviug developed some croditable eivil
plnened by the Convention, exactly as his nephiow has
acopted sowe of the admirable designs of the Repub-
lic which be overthrew,

Of course it must be poseible for writers such as
Mr. Abbott to defind every aotien, however vile,
Otherwise some bistorical cliaraclers, now
uoder o motley of culogium, w Lkave no ad-
voeates to apologize for blots and stains, Thus, Mr,
Abliott, with s pleasant scorn of logic, dwells on the
excernble details of the Egyptisn massnore, and justi-
firs the indisoriminate carusge pnpetruaJ under the
dircet ordere of Napoleon, * Bombshells cannot be

thrown aflectionstely, charges of cavalry cannot be

made in & week and lowl ugllril, red-hot shot will
* not turn from the crndle of the iofant or the couch
“of the dying maiden.’ The murderof “aboul &
*‘thousand or twelve hundred manseled Turkish pris-

V

“ers " is next excused on the same : ¢ Bombe
“abells are thrown into eities to ex) in the’ cham-
“ hiers of maidens and in the @ of infants, sod

“the incidentsl destruction of iunoconce and helpless-
“nes is disregarded,”  But what analogy on earth
oxiste between *‘incidental destruction” in & town
under the fire of batteries, and the sianghter of & help-
less inultitude “firmly fettered,” di into small
equares, und mown down by successive disobarges of
wusketry 7 After this we are vot astonished o be
told that Napoleon's desire to poison seven of his sick
warriors te be rid of them srose from *‘mistaken
views of Clristiag duty,”

Ir the esme spirit the Emperor’s trestment of Jo-
sephine is not unl'}' pollisted, but oxtolled, ss well sa
the execution of the Due d'Enghien. The little
episode of Cantillon, with its denowement in our own
tune, is conv eniently forgotten,

As is the sn'stance, wo 19 the st
thunde: bolta, mmt?u:dt; and hurricanes rush from

ge to page, seatter English language in us-
r:mgln. legwufm arousd snd (hrough the wild

muzes of the nathor's invention, It is scarcely to bs
supposed in America, where the common school should
teack the difference between good and bad writing,

roductions of tiis charscter can attain to popularity.

n Englind trasby tales and obsolete
bave bitherto had  reslm of their own,
if it have any soclal influence, must weed
grousd, for, while there are only thistles to be had,
we Liave no right to complain if but one class of ami-
mali consume them,

“THE H'OEKS OF JOHN C. CALHOUN.!

In the mxth volume of Mr, Calboun's Worlks, edited

by Richard K. Cralle, Esq., are two roliu«l essays of
l{r. Calboun entitled * Onslow to Patrick Heary, on
% (e powers of {be Vice President as President of the
* Bevate.” The editor prefizes to them the following
intr:dnelim: Ay

“ NoTE.—The followins correspondence
ure L-f";l';. Ca?:ma.u l"l:ll‘lhl‘ of the m‘. 1] IQE
Rawdolrh of Virsiuls, to onder, during the delivery of his
linted Rotrenchment spoech, (n waich be, indulged in
remarks bighly cfousive to the Admislatration, snd m
Mr. J &L Adazus, (the Presideut), sud Mr. Clay, his Secrstary
of State. furmer resorted 1o the ue A the
sigumtnre of * Patriek Henry!' and arrnigned the Vies
deut, (Mr. Calboun), for t of daty; while the latter
pealed to the duello, and 4 Mr. Randolph to the fisld &
etters of * Onelow ' (Mr. Cahoun) contain, in s bris
elear end forcible exposition of the power of the P of
¥11 the foregoing yeragraph be o fair specimen of tha

8l

spirit in which HE. Callionn's works bave been

-
L

that they did not s without s eommentator. Oa
the denth of John &ﬁmy Adams the whole American
people did that justice to Lis which had
denied him while living; and on the death of Henry
Clsy, in the utterance of his country's grief wight be
beard the sigh of repentance for her ingratitade. Be-
tween these two events Mr. Calloun died; and on
that occasion his former political adversaries were nok
h?palmtukwwd It ol blle . “%“
iotism. In rtats con-
fidential friend of Mr. Callioun l::-l the of his
works comes forward to throw nettles on the graves of
Mr, Adama and Mr. Clay., He cherges Mr. Adems
with haviog, while President of the United States, so
far forgotten the proprieties of bis station as to become
the anouymous sssailant, in the ne , of the
officer in the Goveroment mext in place to bimself;
srd, ib connection with a reference t0 the publie coa-
duct of that same officer, refers, m & spirit which cas-
not be mistaken, to the duel between Mr, Clay sod
Mr. Randolph.
The charge Mr. Adams of
cerain letters “ Patrick Heary,"
t(amd in the year 1826, wasinsinasted

i
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